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CONSTRUCTING VIGNETTES TO STIMULATE THE PROFESSIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE OF PRE-SERVICE TEACHERS

Theoretical Background
v Vignette activities act to prompt critical examination and reflection as pre-service teachers develop 

their professional knowledge for becoming a mathematics teacher.
v Vignettes, as representations of teaching contexts are highly suitable as an activity for pre-service 

training because they can be constructed to connect theoretical elements to practical contexts.
v Questions asked about the vignettes, can focus on pre-service teachers subject matter and 

pedagogic knowledge and elicit their beliefs about approaches to instruction (see example below).
v Rigor is added when vignettes are carefully constructed to reflect underlying theories.
v For research purposes, using vignette methods for eliciting teacher beliefs and beliefs about 

practice, can be assisted by adhering to a vignette framework: observing construction 
characteristics and adding credibility to the vignette method (Skilling & Stylianides, 2020).

A vignette-based approach for building up professional knowledge for
inquiry learning & conceptual understanding 
The core idea: using vignettes to facilitate access to classroom situations, which have a potential of 
fostering students’ conceptual understanding for pre-service teachers’ analysis.

v The congruent triangle vignette aims to challenge pre service teachers’ beliefs about:
• developing tasks that are inquiry orientated
• using tasks that require students to reason mathematically and lead to generalisations
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Sample Vignette

Activity
How do you see this classroom situation? We 
would like to invite you to analyse this vignette 

and to share your analysis with us in an 

anonymised online survey. Scan the QR-code 
or follow the link and take part in the activity!

https://ww3.unipark.de/uc/coreflect6/
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