
DESIGNING VIGNETTE-BASED COURSES FOR 

TEACHER TRAINING 

Theoretical Background

❖ Teachers not only need professional knowledge but also the ability to use it in the professional 

tasks. Teacher training programs have to provide pre-service teachers with opportunities (teaching-

learning situations) to use this knowledge

❖ Representations of practice promote pre-service teachers’ reflection and discussion of authentic 

classroom situations (Buchbinder, & Kuntze, 2018). They provide pre-service teachers with real-life 

contexts to analyse and interpret aspects of the teaching and learning of mathematics and with 

opportunities to relate theoretical ideas with examples from practice (Ivars et al., 2018)

Design principles of a vignette-based course to develop teachers’ 

competences: noticing students’ understanding and planning a 

lesson
❖ Representations of practice: Depiction of a classroom situation (transcriptions of students’ 

answers to an activity, or a cartoon showing a teacher-student interaction)

❖ Guiding questions to guide pre-service teachers’ reflection on the classroom situation

❖ Theoretical document with information regarding the teaching and learning of the  mathematical 

concept
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Project Goals

• Bringing together and 

exchanging the practice of 

vignette-based professional 

learning established by the 

project partners 

• Developing vignette-based 

course concepts for teacher 

students and teacher educators

• Development of a digital tool 

which facilitates creating  

vignettes and collaborative 

reflection on vignettes 

Pedro Ivars1, Ceneida Fernández1, Salvador Llinares1, Marita Friesen2, Lulu Healy3, Jens Krummenauer4, Sebastian Kuntze4, Libuše Samková5 & 

Karen Skilling6

1University of Alicante, 2Freiburg University of Education,3King’s College London,  
4Ludwigsburg University of Education, 5University of South Bohemia in České Budějovice, 6University of Oxford

The project coReflect@maths (2019-1-DE01-KA203-004947) is co-funded by the Erasmus+ Programme of the European Union. The European Commission's support for the 

production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents, which reflect the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for 

any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 

Sample Vignette of a course related to fractions
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Activity

How do you see this classroom situation? We 

would like to invite you to analyse this 

vignette and to share your analysis with us in 

an anonymised online survey. Scan the QR-

code or follow the link and take part in the 

activity!

https://ww3.unipark.de/uc/coreflect3/

• Identify characteristics of Enzo’s understanding related to the fraction concept. 

Justify your answer 

• After Enzo's answer, if you were the teacher, what would you do next?  

• Why do you think the teacher has chosen Enzo's answer to share with the whole 

class? What advantages does this choice provide? Do you agree with her choice? 

https://ww3.unipark.de/uc/coreflect3/

